
We thank you, Father, for the truth you have taught us through Jesus Your child.
As many ears of wheat from many fields have been brought together in this loaf
of bread, so you have brought us together and made us one.

You have given us food and drink, and given us pleasure in consuming them,
that we may have cause to thank you. You have given us Jesus Christ, and given
us joy in following him, that we may love you with all our hearts.

Save us from all evil, and make us holy by your love. Gather all humanity from
the ends of the earth, and bring them together into your glorious kingdom.

Didache
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The CCC AGM intervenes before the next
edition of Renew. Proposals about a change in
management organisation but not identity were
sent to members at the end of June. A number of
members have sought clarification and more
information, e.g. about The People of God Trust,
and all members will have an opportunity to vote
on the proposals at the AGM on 11 October.

If we are to believe the Bishop of Rome in his
recent Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium
(EG), there is much work for CCC /POGT to do
in turning his thoughts and ideas into action. As
some of you will know, I attended and was
inspired by the Southwark diocesan Conference
on Evangelisation at the end of May.

For many years I have been a peripatetic Mass
attender: one of those anonymous faces who keep
themselves to themselves. No one has ever taken
the trouble to disturb my privacy. A few months
back we formed an ACTA group in our Deanery
and my conscience dictated that I needed to
return to my home parish in order to participate
in the group with integrity. I was delighted to
receive a warm welcome back and soon pressed
into reading at the weekday and Sunday Mass I
attend. I am surrounded by nice and I am sure
wellintentioned people but, to paraphrase EG28
and as far as I can see, the parish is not really “in
contact with the homes and lives of its people”,
and from what people tell me privately it is run
by “a selfabsorbed group made up of the chosen
few” (EG28). However let me quickly add that in
the last two weeks our Pastor has issued a list of
60 jobs which we can sign up to do, from
cleaning the candle stands to being a lay pastoral
assistant. I would like to believe that this is a
response to Pope Francis’ “I invite everyone to
be bold and creative in this task of rethinking the
goals, structures, style and methods of
evangelisation in their respective communities”

(EG33), but I cannot get rid of the thought that
even if these 60 jobs are filled we will still be a
group of individuals relating to the parish clique
rather than a community of faith “making the
Kingdom of God present in our world” EG176.

This is where, I believe, groups like CCC, ACTA,
We Are Church etc. come into their own. If we,
who have had the courage to shed our
complacency and, dare I say it, apathy, and seek a
Church which reflects both the Gospel message
and the best in our Tradition, are going to
respond in love to what Pope Francis exhorts, we
will need the companionship, support, and
stimulus of the friends with whom we have
walked for many years. We are proud to be loyal
to our Church and its leadership but have refused
to concede that this requires docility to higher
authority without question. Some of us have been
very badly hurt when we were innocents abroad
in the institution, but now, if we are to believe his
words, we have a global leader who wants our
help to revitalise our parishes and communities to
enable them to carry out the mission of the
Church. Like Joseph of old who turned his
suffering to his family’s advantage so we, if we are
willing, can help change the course of the titanic
Barque of St Peter to one which truly supports
evangelisation and ministries of welcome.

Mentioning ministries of welcome reminds me
that I attended an interesting conference on the
subject at Heythrop at the beginning of July. The
underlying purpose was to relaunch “Landings”
and its intention to help parishes to “welcome
returning and inactive Catholics”. Overall one
can only applaud the initiative. However, a
number of informed agencies are dubious about
the long term results, saying that often those who
return do not stay longer than a year or so. It
seems to me that those who are marketing
evangelisation do not appreciate that parishes
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Pope Francis’ Vision for the Church

Brian Davies, Birmingham J & P

The Joy of the Gospel (Evangelii Gaudium,
Nov.2013) is presented as an ‘Apostolic
Exhortation’ arising from the October 2012
Synod of Bishops on the New Evangelisation.
What we have in effect is a vision statement
about the kind of Church Pope Francis wants. "I
want to promote sound evangelisation" he says.
"This should not be to impose new
obligations…but to share joy in the Gospel”.

The whole tone is unlike papal documents we
have known. He addresses us with “I” rather than
the more formal “we”. He speaks with warmth
and passion. Most importantly, he constantly
endorses Vatican II, restoring key concepts like
‘People of God’, ‘Kingdom’, ‘Local Church’,
‘Collegiality’, ‘Signs of the times’ and ‘Option
for the poor’.

The following is an attempt to highlight three
themes which permeate this inspirational
document and seem particularly relevant. This is
Pope Francis’ dream.

A more missionary Church

"I dream of a ‘missionary option’, capable of
transforming everything, so that the church's
customs, ways of doing things, times and
schedules, language and structures can be suitably
channelled for the evangelisation of today's world,
rather than for her selfpreservation". [27] He later
adds, "We do not live better when we flee, hide,
refuse to share, stop giving and lock ourselves up
in our own comforts. Such a life is nothing less
than slow suicide” .[272] He cautions against
"ostentatious preoccupation" with liturgy and
doctrine as opposed to ensuring that the Gospel
has "a real impact" on people and engages "the
concrete needs of the present time".

Pope Francis makes himself very clear: “I prefer

a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty
because it has been out on the streets, rather than
a Church which is unhealthy from being confined
and from clinging to its own security...my hope is
that we will be moved by the fear of remaining
shut up within structures which give us a false
sense of security, within rules which make us
harsh judges, within habits which make us feel
safe, while at our door people are starving and
Jesus does not tire of saying to us: Give them
something to eat (Mk 6:37)”. [49]

A Church with the courage to change

Realising this dream, Francis says, will require "a
reform of the church”. “What I am trying to
express here has a programmatic significance and
important consequences. I hope that all
communities will devote the necessary effort to
advancing along the path of a pastoral and
missionary conversion which cannot leave things
as they presently are”. [25]

Francis even calls for a "conversion of the
papacy", in recent years "we have made little
progress" on that front”. [32]. He is quite explicit
about this. “It is not advisable for the Pope to take
the place of local Bishops in the discernment of
every issue which arises in their territory. In this
sense, I am conscious of the need to promote a
sound ‘decentralization’. [16]. He suggests that
Bishops' Conferences be given "a juridical status
.... including genuine doctrinal authority". [32]. “It
is up to the Christian communities to analyse with
objectivity the situation which is proper to their
own country’.” [184] It’s worth noting that he
often quotes not only from Vatican II but also from
CELAM and from various Bishops’ Conferences.

The Roman Curia should be at their service not
vice versa. He calls for collaborative leadership,
saying bishops and pastors must encourage "the

need to be genuine communities looking
outwards rather than inwards before they set out
on the various programmes to fill up the pews. I
contend it is perfectly possible to have a different
management and leadership style in the
institutional church without a radical change in
Canon Law. The legal identity of the parish may
reside in the Parish Priest and parishioners may
only be consulted but dialogue and worthwhile
collaboration are still possible. It all enters
stormy waters when the officers on the bridge
believe that they have greater worth than the
engineers and crew ‘down below’.

As I contemplate the future of Renew it occurs to
me that one of the things that readers enjoy is

hearing the stories of others. I suggest we use our
magazine to share accounts of how our parishes
are responding to Pope Francis’ call: “Let us go
forth, then, let us go forth to offer everyone the
life of Jesus Christ. Here I repeat for the entire
Church what I have often said to the priests and
laity of Buenos Aires: I prefer a Church which is
bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out
on the streets, rather than a Church which is
unhealthy from being confined and from clinging
to its own security. I do not want a Church
concerned with being at the centre and which
then ends up by being caught up in a web of
obsessions and procedures.” (EG49)

Valerie J Stroud
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means of participation proposed in Canon Law
and other forms of pastoral dialogue, out of a
desire to listen to everyone and not simply to
those who would tell him what he would like to
hear". He wants people to be given an
opportunity to be "bold and creative". At times
the bishop should lead, but at other times he
should walk behind so the faithful can "strike out
on new paths". [31] “Lay people are, put simply,
the vast majority of the People of God.”

The minority – ordained ministers – are at their
service. There has been a growing awareness of
the identity and mission of the laity in the
Church... But in some cases, the laity have not
been given the formation needed to take on
important responsibilities. In others, it is because
in their particular Churches room has not been
made for them to speak and to act, due to an
excessive clericalism which keeps them away
from decision making”. [102] Pope Francis has
described clericalism as “one of the worst evils”
and being like “leprosy” in the Church.

A Church on the side of the poor

Pope Francis’ vision here is powerful. “There can
be no room for doubt or for explanations which
weaken so clear a message. Today and always the
poor are the privileged recipients of the Gospel;
and the fact that it is freely preached to them is a
sign of the kingdom that Jesus came to establish.
We have to state, without mincing words, that
there is an inseparable bond between our faith
and the poor.

May we never abandon them.” [48]. He constantly
returns to the same theme. “That is why I want a
poor Church for the poor … to put them at the
centre of the Church’s pilgrim way. We are called
to find Christ in them, and to lend our voice to
their causes.” [198] Making the poor feel welcome
is the most effective way of presenting the good
news of the kingdom.

Francis is quite explicit about the unjust systems
that are responsible. He says:

• No to an economy of exclusion and inequality!

“Today everything comes under the laws of
competition & the survival of the fittest, where
the powerful feed upon the powerless. As a
consequence, masses of people find themselves
excluded and marginalised: without work,
without possibilities, without any means of
escape’. Human beings are treated as ‘consumer
goods to be used and then discarded’ in a ‘throw
away’ culture.[53]

• No to the idolatry of money!

“The dictatorship of an impersonal economy
lacks a truly human purpose. [55] "While the
earnings of a minority are growing exponentially,

so too is the gap separating the majority from the
prosperity enjoyed by those happy few.” [56]

• No to a financial system which rules rather
than serves! [57].

He exhorts politicians and the rich ‘to generous
solidarity’ with the poor and a return to an ethical
economic system ‘which favours human beings’.
[58]

• No to the inequality which spawns violence!

He calls on the church to oppose spreading
income inequality and unemployment, as well as
to advocate stronger environmental protection
and oppose armed conflict. [59] Instead of
‘blaming the poor’ for their troubles, we should
recognise that “today’s economic mechanisms
promote inordinate consumption, yet it is evident
that unbridled consumerism combined with
inequality proves doubly damaging to the social
fabric. Inequality eventually engenders a violence
which recourse to arms cannot and never will be
able to resolve”. [60]

When Jesus says, "You yourselves give them
something to eat." (Mk 6:37), Francis explains, "It
means working to eliminate the structural causes of
poverty and to promote the integral development of
the poor". [188] He calls for solidarity with the poor
which ‘must be lived as the decision to restore to the
poor what belongs to them’ and be open to needed
‘structural transformations’. [189] He reaffirms the
‘preferential option for the poor’ [200] and stresses
that ‘none of us can think we are exempt from
concern for the poor and for social justice’. [201]

Pope Francis teaches that “the dignity of the
human person and the common good rank higher
than the comfort of those who refuse to renounce
their privileges. When these values are
threatened, a prophetic voice must be raised”.
[218]

Our Spirituality

Although it may be impossible to summarise
Pope Francis’ message in a few words, his vision
for a more missionary Church, a Church with the
courage to change, and a Church on the side of
the poor is ultimately based on bringing people to
faith in Jesus Christ. "What kind of love," he
asks, "would not feel the need to speak of the
beloved, to point him out, to make him known?"
“Yet I realize that no words of encouragement
will be enough unless the fire of the Holy Spirit
burns in our hearts. A spiritfilled evangelisation
is one guided by the Holy Spirit, for he is the soul
of the Church called to proclaim the Gospel”.
[261]

So we are to be what Francis calls “Spiritfilled
evangelisers”. “Mystical notions without a solid
social and missionary outreach are of no help to
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INCLUSIVE CHURCH FOR THE POOR

John Mackrell

‘Thou art Peter and upon this rock I shall build
my church’. Theologians have torn each other
apart ever since in trying to prove, or disprove,
that Jesus ever said it. How unworthy are
Christians of their leader! There was so much
more heat than light in these learned arguments,
because so few ever stopped to consider what
Jesus would have meant by ‘church’, if He did
indeed use the word. These reflections are
prompted by reading Notes from the
Underground by Donald Cozzens, Orbis Books,
2013, which I was privileged to review in the last
issue of Renew. Cozzens shows that trust was the
very basis of Jesus’ ministry. Jesus’ words to
Mary Magdalen, ‘your faith has saved you; go in
peace’ were replicated many times over. Even
individual trust could be dispensable. The
paralytic, who was lowered from the roof before
Jesus, was healed through the faith of his friends.
The parable of the prodigal son shows
forgiveness to be unconditional. Love alone
counted. All were welcome, whatever their
beliefs, Samaritans, Romans of whatever
religion, and at Jesus’ birth, the Wise Men,
presumably Zoroastrians, whose own route to
‘truth’ was fully recognised.

Everything in Jesus’ life points to inclusiveness.
Why did his selfstyled followers shape the open
movement of the first century into the largely
exclusive church of today? The villains in Cozzens’
book are the Church fathers at the Council of
Nicaea in 325. Membership of the Church became
conditional on subscribing to ‘dogma’. It is easy to
excoriate the Council Fathers for this betrayal of
Jesus’ mission. The problem arose partly through
success in winning converts. In apostolic times,
when Christian communities were largely strung
out along the Mediterranean, popes had mainly
limited themselves to encouragement. Growth in
numbers brought the Christians into greater conflict
with other religions. It was this impetus, which
partly excuses tighter organisation and definition of
beliefs.

The fatal betrayal of Jesus’ mission was far more
succumbing to the temptations of power and
respectability. When Constantine declared
Christianity Rome’s official religion in 324, the
Church embarked on a career of ‘pomp and
circumstance’, which affected it ever since –
honorary titles, indulgent lifestyles, over

resplendent dress and vestments. Even today it is
often forgotten that Jesus was a rebel. His
teachings and way of life were abhorrent to much
of the Jewish establishment, especially his
sympathy for outcasts  Samaritans, the poor, the
diseased and sinners. Members of the
establishment today always like to point out that
Jesus was no political agitator, still less a
freedom fighter. That was surely because the
religious leaders, whom He often criticised,
posed far more of a threat to His values than the
fairly benevolent Roman authorities. Jesus in our
terms was on the left in His sympathies for the
poor and disadvantaged. His onslaught on the
moneylenders in the Temple should cause
discomfort to those bankers and corporations,
which thrive on the impoverishment of others.
Jesus was a rebel, whom ‘respectable’ people like
to mould in their image.

Jesus’ message of social justice, occasionally
heard in the past above the babble of politics, as
in the social teaching of Pope Leo XIII in the
nineteenth century, has received a far fuller
hearing in the last few years, especially through
Pope Francis’ ministry. In the Pope’s oftrepeated
words, he wants ‘a poor church, for the poor’.
His thoughts are mainly with the under
developed countries. In a significant move, he
has invited Leonardo Boff – so anathema to the
Curia – to contribute to Francis’ plans on the
environment, of which the brunt of deterioration
is likely to fall on the poor.

‘Not to share one’s wealth with the poor is to
steal from them.’ The Pope’s lodestone, quoted
by Paul Vallely in the Guardian of 11 March, has
a direct bearing on the present European
situation. The recent elections have highlighted a
widespread sense of injustice in the way the poor
and weak have been forced to bear the burden of
‘austerity’ to the benefit of the rich and powerful.
It is painfully obvious that the FreeMarket
Economy has assumed the running of states,
while demoting the politicians to the status of
their wellrewarded lackeys. Big Business is a
mechanism by which the gap between rich and
poor is widened progressively. While this
problem goes unaddressed, people of goodwill
can only be grateful to Pope Francis for insisting,
whatever future disasters, protection of the poor
and vulnerable is paramount.

evangelisation, nor are dissertations or social or
pastoral practices which lack a spirituality which
can change hearts.” [262]

The full text of “Evangelii Gaudium The Joy of
the Gospel  Apostolic Exhortation on the
Proclamation of the Gospel in Today’s World” is
published by CTS: ISBN 978 1 86082 914 7 &
on F&J website to download
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What Will the Synod Bishops Teach?

Elizabeth Price

Some of this is strong stuff, perhaps too graphic
for some. Caveat lector. (The Editor)

As we know, a very large number of those
answering the Synod Survey on line said they
disagreed with Church teaching on contraception.
There are, however a percentage that concur and
keep to Church teaching. It was to research the
How and Why that I attended this conference
because these people could be a lifeline to
compliant bishops who want a means to prove
the teaching is correct and can be obeyed by
those devout enough to try!

In the 1960s NFP (Natural Family Planning)
was based on guessing the time of the next
menstruation, counting 14 days back and
watching for a rise in temperature which
showed ovulation had occurred. The pre
ovulation period was not considered 100%
“safe” so this left 10 days in the month when
intercourse could take place with any certainty
that conception could be avoided.

The HOW of 2014 compliance with NFP is far
more sophisticated. It is dependent on charts
which are to be submitted to trained practitioners
who then interpret what they see and advise. The
crucial requirement is to insert the fingers (wife
or husband’s) up the vagina to obtain mucus from
the cervix and then record its texture, colour and
elasticity.This alters at the time of fertility,
similarly the colour and texture of the menses are
of interest. I have mentioned this to several
women friends since and the YUK factor is
enormous – some then remarked “How dare
unmarried men impose this intrusive regime on
married couples?”

The practitioners undergo a year’s training consisting
of week long seminars and supervision by a qualified
mentor. One told me she charged a fee of $40 for
each consultation and that probably eight such
consultations were necessary before the client
became proficient in selfanalysis. All practitioners
have supervision from gynaecologists who specialize
in variations in the menstrual cycle. The one
wonderful result of this knowledge is that through
this preoccupation with such gynaecological
minutiae they have discovered a way to help infertile
women to get pregnant without resorting to IVF.
There were three couples there with their little ones
telling their very moving stories.

The thinking of compliant speakers was perhaps
predictable. A German speaker said to me “I am a
loyal daughter to the Church and I refuse to listen
to anything contrary to church teaching”. She
could not understand how I could be a dissenter
and still call myself a Catholic, and was amazed I
had been to Lourdes 15 times. This encouraged
her to hug me at our goodbye! The next was a
Maltese feminist who slammed Marie Stopes as
an enemy of the poor or the eugenically suspect.
Paul VI had been prophetic. Contraception was
THE cause of all today’s immorality, marriage
breakdown and abortion. As JPII said “it makes
women an object of use”. Was I mishearing her
or did she think the fertile time is good discipline
for the husband and a wonderful time of freedom
for the woman!

My other conversation was with Louise Kirk
who, concerned at sex education in schools had
written a book, of which she lent me a copy. It
made a night of insomnia well worthwhile.

The same process by which the poor are
repressed is replicated internationally in the
sacrifice of the Palestinians to Israel, as a base
from which the USA and their stooge, the UK,
hope to control the Middle East. In his efforts to
bring peace to Palestine, the Pope imitates Jesus’
inclusiveness. He has gone with his friends the
rabbi and imam, who seconded his ecumenism in
Brazil. Unlike the halfhearted efforts of most
American peacemakers, the Pope has laid down
his objectives in advance. He has swept aside
Israeli objections to the recognition of Palestine,
by starting his tour with a visit to ‘the President
of the State of Palestine’, while endorsing the
United Nation’s declaration of 2012 that
Palestine is a member state, as Paul Vallely
reminds his readers in The Guardian of 22 May.
Whether the Pope succeeds in his mission, he has

done more than any secular politician to broach
the issue, so dear to people of goodwill.

Pope Francis, aided by other religious leaders,
Catholic, Protestant, Jewish and Muslim, is
filling the ethical void, created by aggressively
amoral politicians. Secularists may well resent
the intrusion of religion into politics. They
should remember Francis’ inclusiveness. All are
welcome, including atheists, who if they follow
their consciences – it is official – will be saved!

How many divisions does the Pope have, jeered
Napoleon. This inclusive pope has many
throughout the world, better deployed and
organised than others have managed to date, all
ready to rally defenders of the poor, the planet
and much else.
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Since returning home I have been rereading the
various documents submitted to Paul VI both by
the Majority and the Minority theologians on the
Pontifical Commission on Birth Control, and
listening to tapes I purchased of talks given at the
recent conference. Like Casti Connubii, The
Address to Midwives and Humanae Vitae, none
of them mentioned Christ’s teaching in Matthew
19, 48 as being revelation about marital
sexuality. I still believe, as I said in my pamphlet
Seeing Sin Where None Is, that “They two shall
be one flesh, therefore are they no longer two but
one flesh” means that at the consummation of
marriage a sacramental change is brought about
by God, almost like Transubstantiation.
The couple cease to be two separate individuals
and become part of a duality, upon the duration
of which the welfare of both the couple and their
future children depend.

I also put forward the idea that the abstinence
imposed by the charting of NFP with its
insistence on abstinence by couples who should
not conceive, is a very real and painful way for
some couples of “putting asunder what God has
joined together”. It is telling them they “may not
be one flesh” at that time. The speakers seemed
to think that this was both an exercise in self
discipline, and a means of fostering other means
of showing love (I would say as in friendship not
marriage!). They also asserted that because of the
period of enforced abstinence they ended up
making love far more often than couples who use
contraception! Not fervent lovers! To me it is as
ridiculous as telling ardent daily communicants
that they can improve their prayer life but
abstaining from going to Mass! I cleaved to my
husband in bed, and to the Lord in the Eucharist
– both are sacramental acts!  never menstruated
in lactation, thus used it to space my family.
What is different in that from a woman who uses
contraception when bottle feeding, or anticipates
the sterility of the menopause when her family is
complete? I see no discussion of this either in

any document!

“Will Renew be a way of putting these comments
before the bishops? The Historical Consultant to
the Pontifical Commission wrote a book called
“Contraception A History of its Treatment by the
Catholic Theologians and Canonists”. I would
love to suggest that all the bishops on the Synod
read this prior to meeting, but it is 533 pages
long. Instead I submit elsewhere an abbreviated
summary of it in the form of a photocopy of the
index entry under Intercourse.

Augustine, who wrote the theology of marriage
with its Three Goods, Proles, Fides and
Sacramentum, are still quoted by Pius XI and
Pius XII. He thought that the only purpose of
intercourse was procreation, but that original sin
had smitten men in the genitals causing them
through lust to have intercourse far in excess of
procreative need. This index lists condemnations
of all such acts, dubbed mortal or venial sin and
then centuries later seen as innocent. I believe
contraceptive intercourse is the last form, not
procreative in intention or form which should be
admitted as innocent.

To say that intercourse conducted by chart to avoid
the fertile time is “open to life” is appalling
casuistry to allow couples to avoid conception
whilst saving the Magisterium the guilt of which
the Pontifical Commission had advised could not
be proven from Natural Law. Admitting publicly
the flawed condemnations listed in this index
would put HV into the context of the Church never
having used Mt. 19 46 as explaining the “being
no longer two but one flesh” as central to the
theology of marriage. Hitherto it has only been
used to make celibacy mandatory for the divorced
under pain of being banned from the Eucharist.

I am sure that Elizabeth will welcome any questions,
inquiries, feedback or comments. The Editor)

“For each and every individual of whatever class, colour or creed, to be given the
opportunity of changing the face of the earth is a great opportunity indeed, and we
might say that it has never happened before. To ignore or miss the opportunity
would be the greatest treason against the human race ever contemplated.”

“It is not enough to invent new machines, new regulations, new institutions. We
must develop a new understanding of the true purpose of our existence on this
earth…Perhaps the way out of our current bleak situation could be found by
searching for what unites the various religions…”

Vaclav Havel, from his “The Divine Revolution: Lifting the Iron Curtain of The Spirit”

“Glance at the sun. See the moon and the stars. Gaze at the beauty of earth’s
greenings. Now think what delight God gives to humankind with all these things.
Who gives all these shining, wonderful gifts, if not God?”

John Foster, from his “An Awakening to Awareness of Our Humanity”

Hildegard of Bingen
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Chris Walton explores his interpretation of Jesus’
saying, ‘The Kingdom is Within you’ Luke 17.21.

I believe in one God, Maker of Heaven and earth.
As part of that belief I warmly embrace this:

‘The universe began as an eruption of space,
time, matter and energy out of allnourishing
abyss, the hidden source of all creativity. The
universe began as a titanic bestowal, a
stupendous quantum of free energy given forth
from the bottomless vaults of generosity’.

This is a cosmologist’s description. I have
experienced those bottomless vaults of generosity
in Christ. I have learned that the whole of the
community of earth, basic matter as well as all
living things is not ‘only created but creative, not
a passive blend of chance happenings and
mechanically determined events, but an
unfolding creativity ever coming into being, ever
bringing itself forth’.

In the final chapter of his book The Hidden Heart of
the Cosmos, Brian Swimme excitingly describes
the process of creation from the first flaring forth:

‘The density of primordial matter is exploding
forth as rapidly as the speed of light. Every place
in the universe is at the centre of this exploding
reality...That which blossomed forth as cosmic egg
15 billion years ago now blossoms forth as
oneself, as one’s family, as one's community of
living beings, as our blue planet, as our ocean of
galaxy clusters. The same fecund source, then and
now; the same numinous energy — then and now.’

We are the unmoving centre of this cosmic
expansion, and we have been there since the
beginning of time. The primary challenge of this
cosmological transformation of consciousness is
the awareness that each being in the universe is
an origin of the universe. The centre of the
cosmos refers to that ‘place where the great birth
of the universe happened at the beginning of
time, but it also refers to the upwelling of the
universe as river, as star, as raven, as you, the
universe surging into existence anew'.

But there is a grave warning here.

I believe in one God, Maker of Heaven and earth,
made known to me in Christ Jesus, the Lord. So if
the centre universe is where I live my life then,
made in the likeness of the Creator, I also need to
learn from His practise of Lordship which does not
claim masterhood over any part of the universe. He
does not claim to be first, but to be last. I need to
follow Him in the life of servanthood, in the
‘vulnerability of real relationship with other persons

and places in the depths of this unmasterable world'.

So where will I experience the Still Point in a
universe which is in continua! motion? Where is
the Still Point? Amazingly it is within myself,
another great birth of the universe.

For many years my privilege has been to
introduce children to silent solitude in the natural
world. We should let these children lead us.
Settling down in a favourite spot in the grounds
at Ringsfield Hall they experience:

‘a way of waiting, a way of watching, and a way
of listening …. it is a way of interiority, of
stopping and then of exploring the cellars of the
heart and the centre of life......silence is never
merely a cessation of words.... rather it is the pause
that holds together all the words both spoken and
unspoken …. It is fullness not emptiness, it is not
an absence but the awareness of a presence.

Thomas Merton takes many pages to assert that
without a certain amount of solitude we will not
find the still point where compassion for others is
found: ‘Go into the desert not to escape other
people but in order to find them in God.’ He
counsels that solitude leads to reconnection and
communication with others. He records his
experiences in his journals:

‘The rain around the cabin with a whole world of
meaning, of secrecy, of rumour. Think of it: all
that speech raining down, selling nothing,
judging nobody, drenching the thick mulch of
dead leaves, soaking trees, filling the gullies and
crannies of the wood with water, washing our
places where men have stripped the hillside ….
Nobody started it, nobody is going to stop it. It
will talk as long as it wants, the rain. As long as it
talks I am going to listen.’

But the experience is not limited to wise, famous
contemplatives.

‘Waves patter as I sit here and relax. When I look
around I see birds flying free in the sky and rocks
seem to be talking to each other in a kind way.
Although people talk to me l take no notice. I am
too involved in watching and listening to the
earth speak. After listening to the earth I try to
listen my friends, but all I can hear is nature
calling me to listen’. (Ten year old boy)

Spending time alone enables us to find that Still
Point where consciousness with the whole of
creation is reawakened. Each of us is a centre of
the universe. Test it out.

With thanks to the author and Green Christian.

Finding the Still Point
Chris Walton
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From Teilhard to Omega
Ilia Delio (editor)

Reviewed by
Frank Regan

I read Teilhard’s The Phenomenon
of Man back when I was a
student during the heady days of

Vatican Council II. After ordination I
went to Peru and so lost touch with
the widening stream of Teilhard
scholarship, reflection and spirituality
which the book signalled as starting.
Since returning from Peru I have

been trying to catch up. Delio’s collection of various
articles by experts in their fields has been a great help.
Like Teilhard before her, Delio has been the object of
Vatican scrutiny. She must be doing something right!

The book is divided into four parts: Theology and
Evolution; A New Philosophical Vision;
Spirituality and Ethics for a New Millennium;
and A New Vision of Science.

Delio’s book brings something for everybody. If
you are a theologian, philosopher, evolutionist,
feminist, scientist, moralist, a fan of Rahner or
Lonergan, New Ager, seeker for a contemporary
spirituality, then there is something here for you.
Even if you are a beginner, the material presented
will be by no means beyond you.

15 Days of Prayer with Dorothy Day
Michael Boover

Reviewed by
Frank Regan

Dorothy Day was born on
the very day that Therese
of Lisieux died, 8

November 1897; six years after
Pope Leo XIII promulgated his
social encyclical, Rerum
Novarum. Therese had terminated
in the Little Way she cherished
and Dorothy, unbeknownst, started
her own little way.

The book under review is a sort
of miniretreat of personal prayer guided by the
insights and wisdom of Dorothy as she walked
her little way. Her way was that of a very devout,
traditional Catholic who had entered the Church
after a life which had very little meaning for her.
She had a messy marriage, an abortion and later a
lovely little girl named Tamar.

Dorothy could be described as a radical Catholic
with a distinctly leftist view of society with its
economics and politics. She was a troublesome
woman for the institutional church. When
Cardinal Spellman’s advisors counselled him to
expel Dorothy from her New York Catholic
Worker House he refused saying, “What if she is
a saint?” (He had no problem in expelling Jesuit
peace activist Daniel Berrigan.)

Dorothy summed up a great part of her life as a
“Long Loneliness”. She had many friends and a
close relationship with social utopian Peter
Maurin. Yet deep down she had a longing and
deep thirst for ever profounder union with God.

She once wrote, “Here was a great question in
my mind. Why was so much done in remedying
social evils instead of avoiding them in the first
place? Where were the saints to try to save the
social order, not just to minister to the slaves but
to do away with slavery?” For Dorothy holiness
was wholiness, a political and economic
wholeness lived in waiting for the Reign of God,
a polity of persons in transformation and
transfiguration. Dorothy sought to live that
invitation by way of forming community with the
lowliest and furthest outcast, and by living in
ever closer union with God.

Dorothy belonged to the 1960s US trio of herself,
Thomas Merton and Martin Luther King. From
their various experiences and perspectives they
came together on the issue of the VietNam war.
They gave witness to the Peace of the Beatitudes
and the Reign of God. King died a martyr;
Merton was silenced by the Vatican. Dorothy
carried on in her little way of giving witness,
actively protesting and writing. Her Cause for
Beatification is now in process.

Dorothy would have found Pope Francis most
congenial. His challenge to create a church of the
poor would have resonated in her most
profoundly. This is a book for those who wish to
pray within a church in the throes of change of
direction, a book for those who want to live in a
world loved by Dorothy and Francis, a world
hungry for the joy of the Gospel.

Michael Boover, 15 Days of Prayer with Dorothy Day, New City Press, 2013, £8.95

BOOKS
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Ilia Delio (editor), From Teilhard to Omega, Orbis Books, 2014, £19.99 (Available from Alban Books)

Reviewed by
Frank Regan

A Woman’s Worth
Maggy Whitehouse

Dr. Margaret Barker calls
this a fascinating book.
She says that author

Maggy Whitehouse reads the
biblical text as a Kabbalist. The
first century Jewish philosopher
Philo would agree. Our author
wants to read the biblical text as a
1st century reader would have
read it, indeed as the disciples of

Jesus would have read it.

Whitehouse begins her text by quoting a
Hebridean saying: “There is a woman’s heart at
the heart of God”. By this she says she wants to
explore the divine feminine in the Hebrew Bible.
She is not a feminist. She does not want to
demonise men. She wants to provide a simple
commentary in a journalist’s style on several
biblical women’s stories. Some more traditional
Christian readers might be put off by a different
cultural reading. Others will welcome the
opportunity to read the Scripture from a different
angle and profit from it.

Our author begins by pointing out that we will be
dealing with stories, not necessarily actual
accounts. To read a story we must accept that all
stories are true; that some actually happened; and
that if we let it, we are the story. A story can be
read at four different levels: the first is the literal,

it really happened. The second level is the
allegorical or moral which seeks to find the truth
within the story as for example: obey God and all
will be well. The third level is the metaphysical.
At this level the reader asks what the story has to
say about life’s path and spiritual quest, what
does it say to one’s soul, what does it say about
one’s place in the Universe. The final level is the
mystical. This reveals God’s plan. This is the
level in which we speak of the Divine within us.
This book, then, wants to enable us to discover
and talk about the divine feminine in each of us.

The divine feminine in us has not received much
attention. In the Bible it is impossible to read the
stories of women without the men in their lives.
They are mostly silent. In the Catholic tradition
women have not done well. It can seem that the
only good woman is a dead virgin, bloodied by
martyrdom. But the divine feminine does not go
away. It reveals itself most clearly in the person
of Mary of Nazareth whose flesh was assumed
into God’s divinity and who was later called the
Queen of Heaven.

The Evangelist Luke gives to women greater
attention. There are nineteen stories of women in
his Gospel. The divine feminine is manifested in
the Virgin birth and the nativity. In Luke Jesus is
not the suffering servant who in distress cries out
why have you forsaken me. Rather he prays
forgive them for they know not what they do.

Teilhard’s vision is at the core of the authors’
concerns. It is regrettable that the Vatican
censorship apparatchik silenced him. With time
he could have clarified his thought through
further exploration.

Teilhard’s thought and intuitions heralded a slow
glacial change in our collective consciousness.
Ewart Cousins, the author of “Christ of the 21st
Century” writes of a new age, the dawning of a
“second axial period”. The first such period saw
the rise of an awareness of the individual as self
directing, autonomous and becoming free of
tribal influence. Grand figures like the Buddha,
LaoTse and Jeremiah resonated to that newly
born awareness.

The second axial period’s principal features are
communal, global, ecological and cosmic. We are
in an age conscious of community and relatedness.

Naturally, that new consciousness will inevitably
raise questions regarding God and our God
language. Eighty years ago Paul Tillich, in a
different context, spoke of God as “ground of

being” and “ultimate concern”. Teilhard longed
for evolution to have its own God, a God the new
consciousness could communicate with and
speak of.

The book’s thirteen writers offer their insights
and speculations regarding what Teilhard’s
intuitions and discoveries can mean for the future
of humanity, the planet on which we live and our
understanding of humankind’s role in the
ongoing cocreation of the universe. This last
idea will make the reader stop and think about
his/her own worldview and about a God who
invites us into a mysterious project in which 
pace Einstein  God has seemingly played dice.

A compilation of various authors can run the risk
of spottiness of treatment but Delio has been a
discerning editor. I found that despite being a
nonspecialist, I could follow each of the authors’
line of thought. Each selection offers insight,
information and new perspectives. Reading the
book will serve to put the reader in touch with the
gradual cultural transformation of worldview
going on around us.
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Maggy Whitehouse, A Woman’s Worth, Axis Mundi Books, 2014, £12.99.

I found fascinating the story of Lilith, supposedly
Adam’s first wife. She is mentioned but once in the
Hebrew Scripture, Isaiah 34.14. But she is
mentioned frequently in Hebrew folklore and in the
Midrashim where she emerges as demonic and a
seductress of good Jewish men. With the other
women we are familiar: Rahab, Leah, Dinah,
Tamar, Hagar and others. Most of the women
written of are women who stepped out of line, were
uncomfortable with the way things were or who just
followed their hearts. Whitehouse reads their

stories at the four levels referred to above and
brings us new insights into the stories of the women
and their significance for us.

Whitehouse’s style is accessible. She is a good
story teller, a comic, an astrologer  the Magi
were astrologers!  and a spiritual teacher.
Reading her we shall gain new insights into our
biblical grandmothers’ journeys and not a little
about ourselves.

Pope Francis' top 10 most quotable quotes of the
year; 15/03/14; Catholic News Service

By Carol Glatz

VATICAN CITY (CNS)  In his formal documents, many speeches and
unscripted morning homilies the past year, Pope Francis has given the
church a bounty of memorable sound bites.

Here's a look at what could be the top 10 most quotable quotes. (You
will find the remaider on Ed)

 "Brothers and sisters, good evening. You all know that the duty of
the conclave was to give a bishop to Rome. It seems that my brother
cardinals have gone almost to the ends of the earth to get him... but
here we are." (First words as pope: March 13, 2013)

 "The Lord never tires of forgiving. It is we who tire of asking for
forgiveness." (First Angelus as pope, March 17, 2013)

 "This is precisely the reason for the dissatisfaction of some, who end
up sad  sad priests  in some sense becoming collectors of antiques or
novelties, instead of being shepherds living with 'the odor of the sheep.'
This I ask you: Be shepherds, with the 'odor of the sheep,' make it real,
as shepherds among your flock, fishers of men." (Chrism Mass, March
28, 2013).

 "Ask yourselves this question: How often is Jesus inside and
knocking at the door to be let out, to come out? And we do not let him
out because of our own need for security, because so often we are
locked into ephemeral structures that serve solely to make us slaves and
not free children of God." (Pentecost vigil, May 18, 2013).

 "Men and women are sacrificed to the idols of profit and
consumption: it is the 'culture of waste.' If a computer breaks it is a
tragedy, but poverty, the needs and dramas of so many people end up
being considered normal. ... When the stock market drops 10 points in
some cities, it constitutes a tragedy. Someone who dies is not news,
but lowering income by 10 points is a tragedy! In this way people are
thrown aside as if they were trash." (General audience, June 5, 2013).

 "Faith is not a light which scatters all our darkness, but a lamp
which guides our steps in the night and suffices for the journey. To
those who suffer, God does not provide arguments which explain
everything; rather, his response is that of an accompanying presence, a
history of goodness which touches every story of suffering and opens
up a ray of light." ("Lumen Fidei," June 29, 2013).
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CCC member Michael Hornsby Smith has selfpublished a very fine recasting of his book on Catholic
Social Teaching of 2006. It takes the form of letters to his grandchildren. The title is: Following Jesus as
Pilgrims, Servants and Prophets in the TwentyFirst Century: Letters to My Grandchildren.

It is available to order from: www.fastprint.net/bookshop.

BOOK NOTICE

'I've learned that no matter what happens, or how bad it seems today, life does
go on, and it will be better tomorrow.'

'I've learned that you can tell a lot about a person by the way he/she handles
these three things: a rainy day, lost luggage, and tangled Christmas tree lights.'

‘I've learned that regardless of your relationship with your parents, you'll miss
them when they're gone from your life.'

‘I've learned that making a 'living' is not the same thing as making a life.'

'I've learned that life sometimes gives you a second chance.'

'I've learned that you shouldn't go through life with a catcher's mitt (baseball
glove) on both hands; you need to be able to throw some things back...'

'I've learned that whenever I decide something with an open heart, I usually
make the right decision.'

'I've learned that even when I have pains, I don't have to be one.'

'I've learned that every day you should reach out and touch someone. People
love a warm hug, or just a friendly pat on the back...'

'I've learned that I still have a lot to learn..'

‘I've learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you
did, but people will never forget how you made them feel..'

Words of Wisdom from Maya Angelou

 "If someone is gay and is searching for the Lord and has good will,
then who am I to judge him? ... The problem is not having this
tendency, no, we must be brothers and sisters to one another. The
problem is in making a lobby of this tendency: a lobby of misers, a
lobby of politicians, a lobby of masons, so many lobbies." (News
conference during flight from Brazil to Rome, July 28, 2013).

 "An evangelizer must never look like someone who has just come
back from a funeral." ("Evangelii Gaudium," Nov. 24, 2013).

 "Gossip can also kill, because it kills the reputation of the person! It
is so terrible to gossip! At first it may seem like a nice thing, even
amusing, like enjoying a candy. But in the end, it fills the heart with
bitterness, and even poisons us." (Angelus, Feb. 16, 2014).

 "The perfect family doesn't exist, nor is there a perfect husband or a
perfect wife, and let's not talk about the perfect motherinlaw! It's just
us sinners." A healthy family life requires frequent use of three
phrases: "May I? Thank you, and I'm sorry" and "never, never, never
end the day without making peace." (Meeting with engaged couples,
Feb. 14, 2014).
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NEWS
After 29 years, Pope lifts ban on
Nicaraguan revolutionary priest;
05/08/14; UCAN
Pope Francis has reinstated Father Miguel
D'Escoto 29 years after he was suspended from
priestly duties for his involvement in Nicaragua's
revolutionary government in the 1970s, Catholic
News Service reports. The 81yearold priest sent
a request to the Vatican asking for permission to
resume his priesthood, reportedly writing that he
wanted the chance to celebrate Mass again
"before dying".

D'Escoto had reached considerable stature in the
church before becoming involved in Nicaraguan
politics, which ran counter to the church ban on
clergy holding government positions and led to
his suspension by Pope John Paul II in 1985.
After his ordination in 1961, D'Escoto founded
Orbis Books, Maryknoll's theological publishing
division, and became an official with the World
Council of Churches.

Spanish Nun: SameGender
Relationships Are a ‘Sacrament’ of
God’s Love; 21/07/14; Bondings

Spain’s Sister Teresa Forcades is a wellknown
activist for women’s rights, political autonomy in
her home country and region, and economic
justice. She has been labeled “Europe’s Most
Radical Nun”, and she challenges the Church as
often as she challenges unjust structures in society.

“I think that homosexual love is perfectly
understandable to the church, because it has what
is essential: it’s an open intimacy to an
interpersonal relationship that includes respect
for the integrity of the other. Two people who
love one another, desire one another, and respect
one another are giving testimony: this is the
sacrament, a visible sign  like baptism  that’s
saying, ‘This creature is accepted in this
community as any other’.

Should a child of a samesex
marriage be baptized? Dioceses
brace for the next moral
battleground; 12/07/14; Aleteia
Bishops and priests are being increasingly
challenged to balance pastoral sensitivities with
the concern of creating public scandal as same
sex parents across the country are more often
seeking to have children baptized in the Church.
The growing phenomenon will be a topic of
discussion at the upcoming extraordinary Synod
of Bishops on the family.

The general approach of bishops and priests
has been to baptize the children as long as their
parents did not publicly say that they disagreed
with Church teaching on sexual intimacy
having its proper place in the marriage of one
man and one woman. "While people may have
fallen in weakness, the presumption was that
they at least accepted the norm and were going
to try to live by it."

Study shows one in three UK
families live below breadline;
19/06/14; ICN

One in three UK families live below the
breadline, despite the British economy doubling
in size over the same period, a report released
this afternoon shows. The largestever study into
poverty in the UK urges the government to take
measures to tackle growing levels of deprivation.
The Poverty and Social Exclusion in the United
Kingdom (PSE) project, led by the University of
Bristol, has revealed the wealth gap between the
haves and the havenots in the UK is continuing
to widen. Numbers living in poverty have more
than doubled over the past 30 years.

Almost 18 million people are unable to afford
adequate housing, while one in three do not have
the money to heat their homes in winter.

One of the most worrying statistics in the report is
the fact that most people described as living in
poverty are employed, dispelling the myth
propagated by ministers that poverty is a
consequence of lack of work. It found that the
majority of children living below the breadline live
in small families with at least one employed parent.

Irish president attacks plans for
upcoming family synod ; 22/06/14;
UCAN

Consulting a group of male celibates on family
life is 'bonkers,' says McAleese.

Ms McAleese, a twoterm President of Ireland,
strongly questioned Pope Francis’ calling a synod
to review the Catholic Church's teaching on
family life. She won the backing of the
Association of Catholic Priests with some of her
comments, which demanded a "new theology of
women" instead of an "old boys club". She said
there was "just something profoundly wrong and
skewed" about asking clergy for their views
when they were all "male celibates". And the
motherofthree questioned how many people
who would be taking part in the gathering had
ever changed a baby's nappy.
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Vatican fears new flood of abuse
lawsuits; 07/05/14; UCAN

UN may rule that Church violated international
torture treaty

The Vatican could face a wave of new sexual
abuse claims dating back decades if a United
Nations inquiry finds that the Roman Catholic
Church has violated an international treaty
against torture and inhuman treatment.

The Center for Constitutional Rights, on behalf
of the Survivors Network of those Abused by
Priests, said Monday (May 5) that victims may
look at fresh litigation since torture was not
bound by the statute of limitations in many of the
155 countries that have endorsed or ratified the
U.N. Convention against Torture, including the
United States.

“For too long, sexual violence and acts of rape by the
Catholic Church have been minimized,” said
Katherine Gallagher, senior staff attorney at the New
Yorkbased CCR, after the U.N. panel that enforces
the torture convention held hearings in Geneva.

The Vatican ratified the U.N. Convention against
Torture in 2002.
“The Holy See intends to focus exclusively on
the Vatican City State”, he said, implying that the
church’s responsibility did not extend to dioceses
and churches around the world.

Source: Religion News Service

Pope calls for transparency and
efficiency in Vatican finances;
06/05/14; UCAN

Pope calls for transparency and efficiency in
Vatican finances.

Pope Francis emphasised that the Holy See is
called upon to carry out this mission, paying
special attention to its responsibility to the
universal Church, and without forgetting that this
challenge reflects the wish to implement the
necessary reform of the Roman Curia to serve
better the Church and Peter's mission. “A
significant challenge that takes loyalty and
prudence. The path will not be easy and will
require courage and determination.”

First openly gay Anglican bishop
announces divorce; 06/05/14; The
Telegraph/UCAN

Gene Robinson, the first openly gay bishop in the
Anglican church, whose ordination split the
church in the United States, is to divorce his
husband after four years of marriage.

The 66yearold retired bishop married in 2010
when the state of New Hampshire legalised gay
marriage, but had been in a relationship with his
partner, Mark Andrew, for more than 25 years
before announcing the split in an email to the
diocese of New Hampshire last weekend.

In an article explaining the divorce, Bishop
Robinson said that specific reasons would remain
private, but said responsibility fell “on the
shoulders of both parties” while paying tribute to
Mr Andrew as one of the “kindest, most generous
and loyal human beings on earth”.

“It is at least a small comfort to me, as a gay
rights and marriage equality advocate, to know
that like any marriage, gay and lesbian couples
are subject to the same complications and
hardships that afflict marriages between
heterosexual couples”, he wrote on The Daily
Beast website.

Is Liberation Theology making a
comeback in the Church? ;
21/08/14; The Economist & UCAN

Pope Francis has made at least two gestures this
month which may lead people to exactly that
conclusion. On the flight back from South Korea,
the pontiff expressed his admiration for a left
wing martyr: Oscar Romero (pictured), a former
Archbishop of San Salvador who was murdered
while saying mass in 1980. Francis confirmed
that the process of elevating the slain bishop to
the status of "blessed", which had been
bureaucratically blocked till a year ago because
of the cleric's suspected Marxist leanings, should
now proceed swiftly. The pope said: "For me
Romero is a man of God...there are no doctrinal
problems and it is very important that the
beatification be done quickly."

The second gesture was to lift the suspension
from priestly functions of Padre Miguel
D’Escoto, government minister in Nicaragua’s
Sandinista regime of the early ‘80s (cf above)
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The term was first coined by Pope Paul VI in 1968. Pope Francis
has spoken on various opportunities of the “Joy of the Gospel”.
He desires a Church which can inspire a civilisation of love, a
civilisation whose greatest artefacts are structures which
facilitate the growth to full humanity of every human being. A
civilisation of love is the incarnation, the mirror, of a culture
whose spirit is a spirit of love, justice, peace, wholiness  values
whose deepest roots are found in the Trinity, the divine
relationship which gives rise to the music and dance of creation.

A culture arises from a community which gathers to cultivate
certain values, to render cult to the God whose spirit animates
those values. We can read in Acts of the first communities
which came together to do just that: to live in harmony on the
basis of justice, solidarity and charity. From there they went out
to spread the joy of what they were living and experiencing.

The history of that spiritual, missionary movement was blessed
with fruitfulness and growth. But with time countercultural
values insinuated themselves into the culture and practice of
what became the universal Church.

The leadership of the Church forgot that Jesus had foreseen that
his communities would be integrated by women and men in full
equality. The Church failed to question the surrounding pagan
culture and accepted its forms of patriarchy, to the exclusion of
women in leadership and ministry.

This lead eventually to the institution of celibacy, a call generously
responded to but possible of fidelity to only a few. Contemporary
Catholics are witness to the problems and pathologies of men
striving towards an imposed ideal.

A dark side of the insistence upon a male celibate clergy is
homophobia. The Church has chosen to ignore that the
conversation about samesex attraction has passed from biology
and body parts to chemistry and hormones. This has permitted a
deeper understanding regarding homosexuality and homosexual
identity. We no longer live in an exclusively heterosexual culture
and society.

Those three cultural ills  patriarchy, celibacy and homophobia
 are the principal components of clericalism. Our clergy is an
establishment of 414,000 celibate men, 0.00035 percent of the
Catholic global population. It is being corroded by its own
obsession with power and its inability to relate as colleague,
friend and adult with lay women and men.

I write this final paragraph on the feast of the Transfiguration and the
69th anniversary of the disfiguration caused at Hiroshima. Our
church and our world exist somewhere between those two poles.
Until the Church addresses the tumour of clericalism and its
components, the hope of building a Civilisation of Love will be in
vain. Only a committed and aware laity can lead the Church
into a civilisation based on the values cherished by Christ, the
first fruits of a new creation.

Frank Regan

Pope Francis’s Civilisation of Love




